ISLAMIAT LECTURE 5
MAJOR THEMES OF THE HADITH (PART 5)
Hadith 17:
Modesty produces nothing but good.
Modesty is a force which prevents a believer from immoral, vulgar and obscene acts towards others. It prevents him from falling prey to urges of indecency and protects him from all evils. It is perhaps the most important component of the moral teachings of Islam as it reflects the state of moral piety of an individual. Hence, modesty minimizes evil in the society and allows good to not just prevail but prosper; thereby creating a healthy society. It is to be observed not only towards fellow humans but also towards Allah.
The Holy Prophet was always modest. He was always humble and polite towards others. Following his example, we should also never be arrogant, rude or impolite to our elders, children or any member of the society. We must also be modest to Allah by appearing before Him in prayer humbly and decently and obeying all His commandments.
Hadith 18:
He who has in his heart as much faith as a grain of mustard seed will not enter hell, and he who has in his heart as much pride as a grain of mustard seed will not enter paradise.
This Hadith underlines the importance of true faith and renunciation of pride. When a person embraces Islam, he actually submits himself to the will of Allah and submission is diametrically opposed to any form of degree of pride. Quran and Sunnah reiterate the fact that faith and pride cannot co-exist in the heart of a believer. Hence, a true believer will shun all types of pride and observe modesty and humbleness otherwise he won’t paradise.
The Holy Prophet always acted in dignified but humble manner. At the time of Conquest of Makkah, despite the fact that the Muslims had defeated their long time enemies, the Prophet’s head was bowed and he was constantly thanking Allah for granting him success. We Muslims should learn from this and be humble and modest if we achieve something or again respect. 
Hadith 19:
The world is the believer’s prison and the unbeliever’s paradise.
Islam brands the life of this world as nothing but an ephemeral episode. If a person’s attitude towards the world is like that of a prisoner’s towards prison, then he is a truthful believer. But if he is so deeply indulged in the matters of this world that he forgets the actual purpose of his existence (to worship Allah), then he is not a believer. He may assume to be living in paradise, enjoying all worldly luxuries of this materialistic world, but in effect, he has gone astray and is treading the wrong path.
A true believer should lead his life with the focus that this world is perennial and that his eventual abode will be in the hereafter. Bearing this in mind, Muslims would automatically refrain from indulging in worldly pleasures. The Holy Prophet himself, preferred to sleep on a reed mat rather than a comfortable bed despite the insistence of his companions because he wanted to lead a simplistic life, focusing more on the hereafter. Such should be our conduct too.
Hadith 20:
God does not look at your forms and your possessions, but he looks at your hearts and your deeds.
This Hadith clarifies that divine favor is not granted on one’s form, figure, appearance or wealth, but rather on the purity of thought and actions. This makes it clear that however good or noble an act may apparently be, it is worthless in Allah’s sight if it lacks earnestness and pure intentions. Hence, wrong intentions would never prove beneficial to man for Allah judges us on the basis of what goes on in our heart. And since He is our creator, He is privy to all our thoughts and we can hide nothing from Him.
The Holy Prophet started all his tasks by saying Bismillah just to let it be known that all what he is doing is intended solely at earning Allah’s pleasure. We should also learn from this example and remember that we need to purify our hearts and our actions. Because, on the Day of Judgment, Allah won’t question as to how much money we made in our lives, but He will ask what good did we do for mankind.
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